AMAZONS    OF    FREEDOM

that, in time, she came to love the Emperor, the
father of her son, but her original approaches to
him were made in the interests of her Fatherland.
Countess Walewska attracted considerable public
attention at the time and is remembered even
to-day as a shining example of feminine virtue
and patriotism; but there were many other Polish
women who sacrificed their honour in less spec-
tacular circumstances in the service of their country.

Countess Potocka was born in the part of
Poland that had been annexed to Prussia and was
also a Prussian subject, but as soon as the rebellion
in the Russian part had broken out she volunteered
for service. She began her work as a Sister of
Mercy and later spent her considerable fortune in
assisting the Polish emigers in the western countries.
She died in Geneva on the 8th June 1836, Her
memory is revered to this day by the entire Polish
people. Her gentle nature and sacrificial patriotism
form the subject of many a poem and the wealthy
society woman of the past is held in veneration
even by the Polish Socialists.

Mme Hoffman and the wife of General Sowinsky,
earned the undying gratitude of the Polish nation
in another direction. They gave shelter to Poles
hiding from the Russian police and helped them
to escape from the country. The Polish chronicler
of their deeds assures us that the influence of
these two women extended even to Siberia. They
were assisted by a whole legion of noble ladies,
including those of the ducal families of Sanguszko
and Giedroyc and the countesses Zamoyski,